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Press Release No. 30/2022      
               
Contractor Driver Trophy: agro-mechanics competing

The new edition of EIMA International sees the debut of a new event. It is the prize for the best contractor driver of mechanical equipment, promoted by NewBusinessMedia. Every day the best drivers will compete in speed and skill tests in front of the public at the great Bologna exhibition.

In the most dynamic edition of Eima International ever, with various outdoor activities and machines often on the move in the equipped areas between the exhibition halls, the Contoterzista Driver Trophy stands out for its originality. In the vast majority of cases it is agro-mechanics who drive, in the broadest sense of the term, agricultural machinery. And it is these professionals who are able to get the best in terms of performance from tractors, combines and equipment. In this broad audience there are those who want to show their skills and measure themselves against other professionals. Thus was born the idea of a competition to crown the best agricultural equipment driver. Between the sporting challenge and the professional performance at Eima International, the Contoterzista Driver Trophy, conceived by Edagricole, the publishing house of the Tecniche Nuove group, together with FederUnacoma and Cai Agromec, the Confederation of Italian Agro-Mechanics and Farmers, made its debut.
This is a competition that will take place over the four days of the exhibition from 9 to 12, from 12:30 to 14:30 in the area outside Hall 31, in which five contractors registered with Cai Agromec, selected by the various provincial associations, will participate.
To take part, of course, you need a driving licence and tractor qualification. Of course, it is not just a race of speed, but also of skill, as the competitors measure themselves in three tests, which retrace operations that are quite common in routine agro-mechanical operations.
The skill tests are:
- manoeuvring in reverse on a path delimited by cones (such as motorway cones) with a trailer;
- gymkhana on asphalt on a 'marked' track with plastic cones equipped with a front mower;
- test of skill and precision with a telescopic lift (loading bin x fruit picking and stacking on another bin x fruit picking).
The competition field featured two tractors (a McCormick and a Valtra), a Merlo lift, a Zaccaria trailer and Maschio Gaspardo equipment. Performance is measured in speed, but precision plays a key role as for each mistake there are penalties in terms of seconds that will be added to the final time. At the end of each race, a prize is awarded to the winner. The best contractor over the four days of the Driver Trophy will receive a final prize at the Contoterzista Day, scheduled for 3 December 2022 in Uboldo (Va) at the Adr factory.
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